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ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE fifth meeting of the session was held on 3rd January, 1935, in the Whitla
Medical Institute. The president, Dr. S. R. Hunter, was in the chair. A series of
short papers on treatment of common ailments occupied the attention of members.
The papers contributed were:
"The Treatment of Constipation," Dr. R. S. Allison.
"The Treatment of Varicose Ulcers," Mr. C. A. Calvert.
"TIhe Treatment of Varicose Veins," Mr. Ian Fraser.
"The Treatment of Influenza," Dr. C. W. Kidd.
"The Treatment of Achalasia of the Cardia," Dr. D. V. McCaughan and
Mr. P. P. Wright.
These are published elsewhere in this number of the Journal.
The sixth meeting of the session was held in the Whitla Institute on 17th
January,. 1935. President Dr. S. R. Hunter was in the chair. A discussion on
Hodgkin's Disease was opened by Professor W. W. D. Thomson, who spoke on
the clinical aspects of the disease. He was followed by Professor J. S. Young,
who spoke on the pathological aspects, and by Dr. W. B. Davis, who spoke on its
biochemical aspects. These papers are published elsewhere in this number of the
Journal. A general discussion then followed, with the following speakers :-Dr.
Boyd CampbeLl, Dr. Robert Marshall, Dr. Clerkin, Dr. Blyth Brooke, and Dr.
Montgomery.
The seventh meeting of the session was held on 3rd February in the Whitla
Medical Institute. Dr. S. R. Hunter, the president, occupied the chair. The speaker
of the evening was Dr. Barclay of Cambridge, who took as his subject "The
Mechanism of the Digestion System." Dr. Barclay first drew attention to ma-ny
fallacies which are passed from one textbook to another, in spite of the fact that
radiographers have from time to time shown them to be inconsistent with both still
X-ray photographs and with the more recently evolved cinema X-ray pictures. He
first showed a series of X-ray photographs of the act of swallowing, and then a
number of short cinema-pictures of the same act. The pictures indicate that the
focd bolus "drops" down the aesophagus, and is not propelled by the muscular
force, as is usually taught. These pictures showed clearly the rising and falling of
the hyoid bone, the closure of the pharynx, and the "drop" of the opaque bolus.
It did not seem to make any difference to the patient whether he was standing
upright or lying down when the pictures were taken. In proof of this contention,
Dr. Barclay showed cinema X-ray films of the act of swallowing in cases of
diphtheritic paralysis, cleft palate, and cesophageal pouches. Dr. Barclay then went
on to discuss the movements of .the stomach and intestines. But here, he said, the
radiographer required to exercise great care, as there were such wide variations
within the normal size. Then again, the posture of the patient at the time the picture
was taken also influences the form and position of the parts, but most particularly
the stomach, the pylorus of which shows in the same individual changes covering a
space of seven inches. In the vertical position the pylorus was found at the level of
the fifth lumbar vertebra; in the horizontal position face down, at the first lumbar
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tebra-e; while the whole form of the stomach "slops over" if the patient lies on the
left side. Respiration also influences the position of the stomach in any of the above
postures over a space of three vertebre. The movements of the small and large
intestines were then considered, and Dr. Barclay pointed out the gradual slowing
rate of the intestinal movements from the stomach to anus, and specially stressed
the importance of the so-called "mass-movements" of the colon with its distinctive
forward action, as contrasted to the Haustral segmentation movement, which was
merely a churning action.
The eighth meeting of the session was held on the 14th February, 1935, in the
Whitla Medical Institute. The president, Dr. S. R. Hunter, occupied the chair. A
discussion on "Early Diagnosis of Pulmonary Tuberculosis" was raised, which
resulted in a series of animated speeches. The opening speakers were Dr. B. R.
Clarke and Dr. C. 0. S. Blyth Brooke. It is lhoped to publish these opening
addresses in the July number of this Journal.
The ninth meeting of the session was held in the Institute of Pathology of Queen's
University, by kind permission of Professor J. S. Young. A large number of
interesting specimens were on exhibition, around which many valuable discussions
took place.
The president of the Society gave a very enjoyable reception and dance for the
members and their wives on Thursday, 7th March. He and Mrs. Hunter received the
guests, who numbered over two hundred, at the entrance to the lecture hall in the
Whitla Medical Institute, and after music and conversation, there was dancing
to a first-class band conducted by Dr. G. P. McCullagh.
Refreshments of a lavish nature were served in the library of the Institute. The
best thanks of the Society are due to Dr. Hunter for this very happy evening, which
lasted well into the early hours of the morning.
H. HILTON STEWART,
Malone Road,. Belfast. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
LONDONDERRY MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE second meeting of the Londonderry Medical Society for the session 1934-5 was
held in the City and County Infirmary on Friday, 21st December, at 8.15 p.m. Dr.
J Matson, the president, was in the chair, and there was a good attendance of
members to hear Dr. J. A. Smyth's address on the "Diagnosis and Treatment of
the Various Forms of Goitre." The greatest interest was centred in a very careful
analysis of the results of upwards of 250 cases, which were treated surgically, and
especially in the very low mortality-rate.
The third meeting of the session was held on Friday, 25th January, at 8.15 p.m.,
and the president and members welcomed Mr. R. J. McConnell, who had been
invited to give an address on the "Differential Diagnosis of Acute Abdominal
Lesions." This was listened to with the greatest appreciation by all present, and
numerous members took part in a very interesting discussion after the lecture.
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The lecturer on this occasion was Dr. Ivan McCaw, who gave an address on the
"Differential Diagnosis of the Commoner Skin Diseases." This is notoriously a
very difficult subject, and it was handled by Dr. MeCaw in a very masterly manner,
which helpedl very conisi(lerablv to clarify everybody's ideas concerning these
liseases.
J. A. L. JOHNSTON, 19 Clarendon Street Lonldonderry. Ho. . SecreTar'y ' ~~~~~~~~~Hon. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
BELFAST DIVISION
THE opening meeting of the session was held in the Whitla Medical Institute on
25th October, 1934. The outgoing chairman, Dr. G. G. Lyttle, introduced his
successor, Dr. S. J. Killen of Carrickfergus. Dr. Killen took for his subject "The
Dispensary Medical Service in Northern Ireland." In a fresh and thoughtful paper
he pointed out some of the defects of the present system, and made suggestions for
their reform. The dispensary officer was the first line of defence against the spread
of disease, but too often his efforts to improve sanitary conditions and to prevent
contamination of food and of milk met with active opposition. Vested interests too
often succeeded in their policy of obstruction. The possession of a sense of humour,
however, did much to brighten the lot of the harassed dispensary officer, as Dr.
Killen showed in recounting a number of excellent stories of incidents from his
experience.
A second meeting, on 13th December, was devoted to the exhibition of an
obstetrical film, shown through the courtesy of Petrolagar Laboratories. There was
an attendance of about one hundred and fifty, among which were a large number
of medical students. The film, which had been made by Dr. Lee of Chicago, showed
in a very lucid manner the management of the three stages of labour, suture of the
perineum, and the immediate care of the child.
The third meeting of the session, on 7th February, was addressed by Dr. F. M. B.
Allen, who dealt with the problems of the "Underweight Infant." Dr. Allen gave
members a most concise and lucid summary of the whole question. He first con-
sidered the weakly and underweight new-born infant, advocating the use of supple-
mental feeding, normal saline subcutaneously and intraperitoneally, and insulin in
doses of one to two units twice a day. He emphasized the extreme value of supple-
mentary feeding where the infant was not gaining and where no cause could be
found. All possible sites of infection had to be carefully examined, however. A
symptomless acute otitis media might explain a drop in weight. On suitable treat-
ment being instituted the latter would again rise. Dr. Allen then (lescribed the chain
of circumstances resulting from nasal catarrh and nervous unrest in infants, and in
conclusion outlined an extremely simple system of bottle feeding.
J. C. C. CRAWFORD, 360 Lisburn Road, Belfast. Hon. Secretary.
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TYRONE DIVISION
A MEETING of the 'I'yrone Division of the B.M.A. was held in the 'rvrone County
Hospital, Omagh, on, 'rhursday, 23rd Janiuarv, at 4.30 p.m.
'lThose present were-Doctors Leary (chairman), Lagan, NV. Lyle, lJatoni, Mann,
Hill, Warnock, Chambers, Ekin, Johnston, McVicker, P. J. Campbell, O'Brien,
Gillespie, Pringle, Devlini, NVilson, Murnaghan, l'ratt, and Martin (hon. secretary).
Mr. Fraser gave a very lucid an(l instructive lecture, illustrated with lanternl
slides, on "Varicose'Veins." He dealt, first, with the anatomy and the flow of
blood; he then gave a classification of the different types met. He then dealt with
the injection treatment, the solutions in use, the contra-indicationis for injection
treatment, its failures and the cause of the latter, the teclhnique, and stressed the
importance of injecting a large dose of quinine hydrochloride and urethrane, e.g.,
:3 to 4 c.c. into an emptv vein, rather than injecting 2 c.c. into a vein filled with
blood, and the elevation of the leg immediately after inijection for two or three
minutes, with the application of a tight bandage, preferably Elastoplast adhesive
type. WVhere there was anv doubt present concerning the advisability of injection,
he drew attention to the importance of the application of anl Elastoplast bandage,
the reaction of the veins to the prolonged pressure being the best guide.
A discussion followed, in which the majority of the members took part freely.
Dr. Mannl proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Fraser for the very lucid, interesting,
and instructive lecture which he had (leliveredi, as he ha(d beeni iniformed at very
short notice, owinig to Mr. Macafee's being unable to fulfil his appointment to give
us a lecture on Gynxccology. In his opinlionl it was the best lecture we had heard,
and he hoped we would have the pleasure of hearing him at some future date, an(l
that we would appreciate a printed leaflet of this lecture, if he could see llis way to
have same printed and send( them to the hon. secretary.
Dr. L!le also spoke in appreciative terms of the valuc of this lecture to all
present.
An ordinary meeting of members followed. 'T'he financial report for the year 1934
was presented by the secretary, passed, audited by Dr. Lagan, and signed by the
chairman, treasurer, and hon. secretary.
Dr. W. Lyle proposed that the annual subscriptioni of two guineas be paid to the
management of the Tyrone County Hospital in recognition of their kindlness in
supplying the members with tea at their meetinigs; this was seconded bv Dr.
Murnaghan, and passed.
A reply from the Ministry of Home Affairs, Northerni Ireland, re our application
to have some preparation of ipecachuana in the Miniistry's list of mediicines, was as
follows: "That the list for the forthcoming year has been sent to the printers, and
it is therefore too late to considler the resolutioni. I am, however, to add that the
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the imiinutes so that head ollice mlay, see how the Nortlherni lrelail(l Ministry cleals
xvitlh important maltters like this.
M. M. MNIARTlIN,
Holmedenie, Clogher, Co. 'Iyronc. Iloni. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH
I HE openillg meeting of the Branclh was held otn 22nd November, 1934, when Dr.
Armstrong lhan(ded the presidlenitial office over to Professor P. T. Crymble. He
made referenice to the assistance which he lhad receive(1 from the members of the
Branichi, andl paidl a tribute to Mr. \Voodside, who had acted as hon. secretarv for
the preceding five years. He initroductedl Professor Crnmble in a happy speecl, and
wvished him a most successful year as presidlent of the Branch. Professor Crymble,
having thanked Dr. Armstrong, referredl to the losses sustained by the Branch in
lhe deaths of 1rofessors Sit WN illiam \Vhitla, Andrewv Fullerton, anld John A.
Milroy, and D)octors J. C. Nicholsoni, R. C. MICCullagh, and J. H. Gillespie. He
theni procee(le(l to give his presidential address, on "Abdominal Surgery in
Children,' whiclh lhas been published in exteiiso ill the "British Medical Journal"
(2nd February, 1935). This paper was very much appreciated by the large audience,
cspecially the coloured illustrations of diseased appendices.
Reference was madle to the forthcoming meeting of the British Medical Associ-
ation in Belfast in 1937, tle invitation extenided by the Branch having been
accepted by the Central Council of the Associationi. This event will be looked forward
to by many, and is sure to act as a stimulus to the work of the Association. Its
organization wvill, lhowevet-, enitail a very large amount of work during the niext two
years, and it w%,ill be necessary for the medical profession as a whole to support the
Branich in arranging the many (letails. It may seem a long way ahead to discuss
the meeting, but experienice in other centres where the meeting has been held has
shown how niecessary it is to begin early.
The secon(d meeting of the Branich was held on 24th January, when Mr. H. L. H.
(Greer read a paper, "The Ante-Natal Care of the Expectant Mother, with Reference
to the Preventioni anid Treatmenit of the 'I oxemias of Pregnancy." Mr. Greer dealt
with the incidlence of toxiemias in one hundred consecutive cases of pregnancy as
experienced in private practice, outlining the routine observations on the patients
and the treatment of such abnormalities as arise. He discussed various etiological
factors in relationi to thie toxamias, and his remarks provoked anl interesting
(liscussioni by matny of those present, all of whom expressed their appreciation of
the paper.
F. M. B. ALLEN,
73 ULniversity Road, Belfast. Hon. Secretary.
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